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(d) Evaluate current landfill condi-
tions to determine the threats to water 
resources. 

(e) Pay the expenses associated with 
providing the technical assistance and/ 
or training authorized in paragraphs 
(a) through (d) of this section. 

§ 1775.67 Allocation of funds. 

The maximum amount for a single 
applicant for a Solid Waste Manage-
ment project will be 25 percent of 
available grant funds. 

§ 1775.68 Exception authority. 

The Administrator may, in indi-
vidual cases, make an exception to any 
requirement or provision of this part 
which is not inconsistent with the au-
thorizing statute or other applicable 
law and is determined to be in the Gov-
ernment’s interest. 

§§ 1775.69–1775.99 [Reserved] 

PART 1776—RURAL DECENTRALIZED 
WATER SYSTEMS 

Subpart A—General 

Sec. 
1776.1 Purpose. 
1776.2 Uniform Federal Assistance Provi-

sions. 
1776.3 Definitions. 
1776.4 [Reserved] 

Subpart B—DWS Grants 

1776.5 Eligibility to receive a DWS grant. 
1776.6 Funding availability. 
1776.7 DWS grant application process. 
1776.8 Methods for submitting applications. 
1776.9 Scoring applications. 
1776.10 Grant agreement. 
1776.11 Revolving loan fund. 
1776.12 Use of DWS Grant proceeds. 
1776.13 Administrative expenses. 

Subpart C—DWS Loans 

1776.14 Eligibility to receive a DWS loan. 
1776.15 Terms of loans. 
1776.16 Loan servicing. 
1776.17 Revolving loan fund maintenance. 

AUTHORITY: 7 U.S.C. 1926e. 

SOURCE: 70 FR 28788, May 19, 2005, unless 
otherwise noted. 

Subpart A—General 

§ 1776.1 Purpose. 

This part sets forth the policies and 
procedures for Rural Utilities Service 
making grants to private nonprofit or-
ganizations for the purpose of pro-
viding loans and subgrants to eligible 
individuals for the construction, refur-
bishing, and servicing of individually 
owned household water well systems 
and individually owned decentralized 
wastewater systems in rural areas that 
are or will be owned by the eligible in-
dividuals. 

[85 FR 23211, Apr. 27, 2020] 

§ 1776.2 Uniform Federal Assistance 
Provisions. 

(a) This program is subject to the 
general provisions that apply to all 
grants made by USDA and that are set 
forth in 2 CFR part 200, Uniform Ad-
ministrative Requirements, Cost Prin-
ciples, and Audit Requirements for 
Federal Awards, as adopted by USDA 
through 2 CFR part 400, as well as the 
following: 

(1) 2 CFR part 415—General Program 
Administrative Requirements. 

(2) 2 CFR part 180, as adopted by 
USDA through 2 CFR part 417, Non-
procurement Debarment and Suspen-
sion, implementing Executive Order 
12549 on debarment and suspension. 

(3) 2 CFR part 418, New Restrictions 
on Lobbying, prohibiting the use of ap-
propriated funds to influence Congress 
or a Federal agency in connection with 
the making of any Federal grant and 
other Federal contracting and finan-
cial transactions. 

(4) 2 CFR part 421, Requirements for 
Drug-Free Workplace (Financial As-
sistance), implementing the Drug-Free 
Workplace Act of 1988 (41 U.S.C 8102). 

(b) [Reserved] 

[81 FR 7697, Feb. 16, 2016] 

§ 1776.3 Definitions. 

Administrative expenses means ex-
penses incurred by a grant recipient 
that are of the type more particularly 
described in Section 13 of this part. 

Applicant means a private, non-profit 
organization that applies for a DWS 
grant under this part. 
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Centralized Servicing Center (CSC) 
means the centralized loan servicing 
center within the United States De-
partment of Agriculture, Rural Devel-
opment. CSC provides nationwide serv-
ices for borrowers that have received 
financing from Rural Development pro-
grams. 

Construction means building or as-
sembling a water well system or por-
tion thereof, that is not a water well 
system or portion thereof being con-
structed in connection with a new 
building. 

Contamination means any physical, 
chemical, biological, or radiological 
substance of matter in water, either 
exceeding or having potential to exceed 
State or Federal standards. 

Decentralized Water System (DWS) 
means either a household water well or 
a septic system. This definition also in-
cludes decentralized wastewater sys-
tems which are onsite or clustered sys-
tems used to collect, treat, and dis-
perse or reclaim wastewater from a 
small community or service area. 

Eligible individual means an indi-
vidual who is a member of a household 
the members of which have a combined 
income (for the most recent 12-month 
period for which the information is 
available) that is not more than 60 per-
cent of the median nonmetropolitan 
household income for the State or ter-
ritory in which the individual resides, 
according to 5-year income data from 
the American Community Survey 
(ACS) or, if needed, other Census Bu-
reau data. If there is reason to believe 
that the ACS or other Census Bureau 
data does not accurately represent the 
median nonmetropolitan household in-
come for the State or territory in 
which the individual resides, the rea-
sons will be documented and the appli-
cant may furnish, or RD may obtain, 
additional information regarding such 
median household income data. Infor-
mation must consist of reliable data 
from local, regional, State or Federal 
sources or from a survey conducted by 
a reliable impartial source. 

Funding opportunity announcement 
(FOA) means a publicly available docu-
ment by which a Federal agency makes 
know its intentions to award discre-
tionary grants or cooperative agree-
ments, usually as a result of competi-

tion for funds. FOA announcements 
may be known as program announce-
ments, notices of funding availability, 
solicitations, or other names depending 
on the agency and type of program. 
FOA announcements can be found at 
www.Grants.gov in the Search Grants 
tab and on the funding agency’s or pro-
gram’s website. 

Grant agreement means the contract 
between RUS and the grant recipient 
which sets forth the terms and condi-
tions governing a particular grant 
awarded under this part. 

Grant recipient means an applicant 
that has been awarded a DWS grant 
under this part. 

Loan recipient means an eligible indi-
vidual who has received a DWS loan. 

Refurbishing means to renovate or to 
restore a water well system or portion 
thereof to near new condition. 

Revolved funds means the cash por-
tion of the revolving loan fund that is 
not composed of DWS grant funds, in-
cluding repayments of revolving DWS 
loans, fees, and interest collected on 
DWS loans. 

Revolving loan fund means the loan 
fund established by the grant recipient 
to carry out the purposes of this part, 
such fund comprising the proceeds of a 
DWS grant and other related assets. 

Rural area means any area other than 
a city or town that has a population of 
greater than 50,000 inhabitants; and the 
urbanized area contiguous and adjacent 
to such city or town. 

RUS means the Rural Utilities Serv-
ice, a Federal agency delivering the 
United States Department of Agri-
culture’s Rural Development Utilities 
Program. 

Septic System means systems designed 
to treat wastewater from household 
plumbing fixtures through both nat-
ural and technological processes. 

Servicing means making repairs or 
performing maintenance on a water 
well system or portion thereof. 

Subgrants means a grant awarded to a 
decentralized water system owner in 
order to refurbish or replace a well or 
septic system. 

USDA means the United States De-
partment of Agriculture. 

[70 FR 28788, May 19, 2005, as amended at 80 
FR 9862, Feb. 24, 2015; 83 FR 45033, Sept. 5, 
2018; 85 FR 23211, Apr. 27, 2020] 
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